Project (CREVAP) and outlines research conducted under the auspices of CREVAP, including the many student theses that emerged from this tone-setting work.
Chapters 3 through 6 are the fundamentals of the book, providing a thorough accounting of how Crystal River first became a ceremonial center (Chapter 3), how it was transformed into a village (Chapter 4), and regional center (Chapter 5). Ultimately, village life wind down at Crystal River (Chapter 6), and new villages like Roberts Island come to power (Chapter 7). Each of these chapters reviews archaeological data from both published sources and those obtained by the authors and their students. These data-oriented chapters should be of interest to anyone interested in how the authors arrive at bigger picture interpretations of cultural dynamics in the first millennium AD and as presented in Chapter 8.
One additional, and significant, feature of this innovative book is the consideration the authors provide on the role that cooperation and competition play in the formation of early village societies. This key consideration underscores a fundamental premise in anthropological research and thought; that the authors were able to do so through such a data-heavy enterprise at Crystal River only serves to underscore the importance engaging of with social theory using the kinds of data available to archaeologists. Furthermore, and in the final chapter, the tension between historical particularism and process is negotiated through a series of eight postulates that incorporate data and theory to make synthetic statements ranging in scope from the site-scale to the regional-scale. These postulates do much to keep the data and interpretations historically contingent; however, if one were inclined to do so, one could take the scope of these inferences and apply them to the study of early villages and early village societies across the world.
